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SPRING QUARTER 2025 PRESENTATIONS 

Presentations $5 each for Silver members Non-member fee: $10 each session 

Registration prior to attendance requested. Gold members: Please register via email or phone. 

#1: Friday, April 11th, 3 - 5 p.m. - US Holocaust Museum's Traveling Exhibit: Tour and Speaker 
Mankato West High School Social Studies Teacher, Mark Wiese, will give a presentation that addresses the themes of 

Americans and the Holocaust as well as how it is taught in our local schools. He will also discuss his experience at the 

Echos & Reflections Advanced Learning Seminar at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, Israel in 2019. Before the presentation, the 

Lifelong Learners group will have the opportunity to join a guided tour of the Americans and the Holocaust Exhibition. 

Presenter: Mark Wiese, Mankato West High School Social Studies Teacher 

Location: MNSU Memorial Library, 601 Maywood Ave., Mankato Sponsor: Steve Gilbert 

#2: Thursday, April 17th, 2 - 4 p.m. - The Family in American History 

MSU History Prof. Lori Lahlum will talk about the family and shifting ideas about family throughout the history of what 

became the United States. The family served as the foundation of the household economy, which dominated life in 

settler communities. As such, independence for youths came with marriage. For single youths, financial obligations to 

the family continued. The transformation away from this household economy to the nuclear family represents a major 

development in the past 100 years. 

Presenter: Lori Ann Lahlum is professor of history and Distinguished Faculty Scholar at Minnesota State University, 

Mankato. Her research focuses on women, gender, and sexualities in the North American West. She is also a scholar of 

the Northern Great Plains, Minnesota, and Norwegian America. Recently, she has been presenting papers on American­

born women who lost their citizenship between 1907 and 1922 when they married foreign nationals. 

Location: Pathstone Latitude, 115 Rogers Street, Mankato Sponsor: Steve Gilbert 

#3: Thursday, April 24th, 2 - 4 p.m. - Cycling for all Ages and Abilities 

Adults over 50 represent one of the fastest growing segments of bicyclists. The reasons for cycling's newfound 

popularity with this age group includes the proliferation of e-bikes, a growing number of bike/trike/recumbent 

options for riders with balance and flexibility limitations, and changes in street design that allow for more 

comfortable and safer bike trips. All of these trends will be covered during the presentation along with plenty of 

time set aside for your questions about bike maintenance, e-bike care, and transportation planning. Want to try out 

an e-bike? Weather permitting, there will be time for that too! 

Presenter: Mark Plotz, The Smallest Cog Bike Shop. 

Location: Messiah Lutheran Church, 1706 Lee Blvd, North Mankato Sponsor: Steve Gilbert 

#4: Wednesday, April 30th, 10 - Noon - The Art and Craft of Acting 

This session will be a tragically truncated history of histrionics, exploring the art and craft of acting from Ancient 

Greece to Broadway. You will be introduced to the most acclaimed practitioners of the stage throughout the ages 

(and a tiny few from the screen), as well as the two major schools of acting practice of the last 150 years, including 

how modern actors train for their profession. 

Presenter: Dr. Paul J. Hustoles, BFA, MA, Ph.D., served as Chair of the Department of Theatre and Dance at 

Minnesota State University, Mankato for 35 years, where he was also Artistic Director of Highland Summer Theatre 

from 1985 to 2020. He has directed 239 theatre productions and produced over 625 shows in his career. A 

Distinguished Professor Emeritus of MSU, Paul was appointed by Gov. Walz to serve on the Board of the Perpich 

Center for Arts Education until 2026, and currently serves as an Artistic Evaluator for the Minnesota State Arts. 

Location: Pathstone Latitude, 115 Rogers Street, Mankato Sponsor: Steve Gilbert 







Upcoming movies: 
April 4 @ 1:00 pm ~ The Swimmers (2022) 2h 14m (a biographical drama)
May 2 @ 1:00 pm ~ Wild Strawberries (1957) 1h 32m (a Swedish drama)
June 6 @ 1:00 pm ~ Tick, Tick...Boom! (2021) 1h 55m (a musical drama)
For information on each film, enter the name of the movie in the search bar at imdb.com and find a trailer, 
director and cast list, run time and more. Trailers are also on YouTube. Organizers Ron Yezzi and Steve 
Gilbert select the movies and facilitate conversation afterwards. There is no need to pre-register but 
signing in to validate membership is required. See you there!
 
Lunch & Dining meets monthly at local restaurants.  All members are welcome to participate!  Watch 
your emails and FB posts for dates and times to join fellow members and their guests for food, fun, and 
lively conversation.  Sip & Chat will be held at Neutral Groundz, 229 Belgrade Ave, North Mankato on 
April 22nd and May 22nd. Check the Update emails for additional dates, times and locations.

Our Bridge group meets at the WOW Zone on the third Monday of each month at 1 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
respectively. Our 500 group meets at the Mankato Golf Club at 11:30 on the Second Tuesday of each 
month. 
If you’d like to participate in either of these groups, please contact the office.

Enjoy one or both of our Book Clubs.  New members are always welcome. Contact the office.
BookMarks reads fiction and meets monthly on fourth Wednesdays.
History & Science Book Club reads non-fiction and meets at 2 p.m. quarterly on second Thursdays.
June 12th - The Knowledge Machine: How Irrationality Created Modern Science by Michael Strevens

Coffee & Current Events meets via ZOOM on the fourth Friday at 10:00 am.
Spring dates are April 25th, May 23rd, & June 27th.
Pour yourself a “cup of Joe” and join us for a relaxed and engaging discussion of
current events. This is a warm and welcoming space where Lifelong Learners 
come together to talk about the latest news, share perspectives, and deepen 
our understanding of the world around us. Whether you closely follow current 
events or just want to hear different viewpoints, you’ll find friendly faces, 
thoughtful listeners, great conversation, and meaningful discussion. We’d love to 
have you with us - come be a part of the conversation! New members are welcome! 
To sign-up and receive the Zoom link for the next meeting, simply send an email to 
coffeeandcurrentevents@gmail.com.

We need volunteers and leadership for special events committees. Are you willing to revive and 
reinvent special events for Mankato Area Lifelong Learners?  Please contact the office.

Want to see a new social activity? Contact the office to get it started.
Email LifelongLearners@mnsu.edu or call (507)389-2011






