
FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Barbara Keating

I am so proud of Lifelong Learners! Thanks to our active volunteers we have made a “we-are-better-than-
before” post-pandemic comeback. We have added the popular First Friday at the Movies, the monthly 
Zoom Current Events Discussion and the History and Science Book Club in addition to our BookMarks group 
focused on novels. Our educational presentations routinely attract more attendees than they did pre-COVID. 
Our social activities also have good participation levels. We are still working, however, on regaining the 
membership numbers we enjoyed in 2020. We lost 40% or 100 (of 250) members during the shut-down and 
wear-a-mask slow-down eras. We have made a good comeback with a current tally of 214 members. We 
are printing additional newsletters this quarter to send to lapsed members with a special invitation to renew 
your membership. We miss you and hope to see you soon at Lifelong Learners Events!

WELCOME NEW MEMEBERS! WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU!
Jeanne Epp

Carl Fritz

Marilyn Dundas

Roland Buresh

Sue Frunzke

Marge Murray-Davis

Sophie Dojacques

Cornelia Eberhart

Roger Eberhart

Promoting vitality in later life� Spring 2025

All Current Members are 
invited to attend 
Our 30th Anniversary
Celebration and 
Member Appreciation 
Event June 13th, 1-4 pm 
at Pioneer Bank, 
1450 Adams St, Mankato

This Free Event Features:

•	 Social Hour

•	 Refreshments

•	 History Slide Show

•	 Founder Recognition

•	 Famous Trials Presentation:  
The Dakota Uprising Trials 
and Mass Execution
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GREAT DECISIONS 2025 – DATES, SPEAKERS, TOPICS, AND LOCATIONS:

•	 April 9 - Henry Berman - American Policy in the Middle East (Pioneer Bank)

•	 May 7 - Alan Carlson -The Future of NATO and European Security (Pioneer Bank)

•	 June 11 - Henry Berman – India (Pioneer Bank)

•	 July 9 - Richard Lietch - U.S. Changing Leadership of the World Economy (TBD) 

•	 August 13 - Duncan McCampbell - U.S./China Relations (Pioneer Bank)

•	 September 10 - Ren Bin Lee Dixon - A.I. and American National Security (Pioneer Bank)

•	 October 8 - Duncan McCampbell - American Foreign Policy at a Crossroads (Pioneer Bank)

•	 November 12 - M. Jay Shahidi - International Climate Cooperation (Pioneer Bank) 

Meeting times are 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. - Pioneer Bank is located at 1450 Adams St., Mankato. There’s still time 
for members to join the discussion group. The cost is $50 for the 8 sessions and includes the Foreign Policy 
Association’s Briefing Book. (GD Committee chair: Georgia Holmes). To register go to:  
mnsu.edu/mankato-area-lifelong-learners/special-events-and-presentations/great-decisions/

   “SIP AND CHAT”- AROUND THE TOWN
With the closing of the Curiosi-Tea house in North Mankato, “Sip and Chat” will 
meet at various small shops and cafes in the Mankato area. Our first event will 
be held from 2:00 - 4:00 pm, April 22nd at Neutral Groundz, located at 229 
Belgrade Avenue in North Mankato. Neutral Groundz features a wide variety of 
teas and sweet treats along with their famous coffee. Sip and Chat is a self-pay 
event, and cost is paid at the event location. Contact the office by April 20th to 
reserve your spot.

SENIOR TRIPS - MANKATO AREA COMMUNITY ED
MN TWINS VS CLEVELAND 
Wednesday, May 21 - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

This is a loaded value of a game ticket in the Legends Landing area of Target Field 
plus all you can eat concessions! We have taken care of all the details! You will be 
dropped off at the field to enjoy the game, eat your favorite concession treats, sip 
on soda or water and most importantly, cheer on our beloved TWINS! 	

Registration Deadline: April 25th 		  Cost is $99.00	  

EXPLORE THE MINNESOTA LANDSCAPE ARBORETUM 
Thursday, June 5 - 8:15 AM - 4:30 PM 

This bus trip includes a Tram Ride, a Flower Pot Lunch, and a 10% discount at our gift 
and garden store. There will be time to explore the grounds on your own or meditate 
in the wonderful scents and sounds of the season. * Lunch options are a ham, turkey 
or veggie wrap. You will be asked your choice in the registration questions. 	 	

Registration Deadline: May 16th 		  Cost is $99.00 

To Register, go to: https://link.mnsu.edu/registration

mnsu.edu/mankato-area-lifelong-learners/special-events-and-presentations/great-decisions/
mnsu.edu/mankato-area-lifelong-learners/special-events-and-presentations/great-decisions/












Upcoming movies: 
April 4 @ 1:00 pm ~ The Swimmers (2022) 2h 14m (a biographical drama)
May 2 @ 1:00 pm ~ Wild Strawberries (1957) 1h 32m (a Swedish drama)
June 6 @ 1:00 pm ~ Tick, Tick...Boom! (2021) 1h 55m (a musical drama)
For information on each film, enter the name of the movie in the search bar at imdb.com and find a trailer, 
director and cast list, run time and more. Trailers are also on YouTube. Organizers Ron Yezzi and Steve 
Gilbert select the movies and facilitate conversation afterwards. There is no need to pre-register but 
signing in to validate membership is required. See you there!
 
Lunch & Dining meets monthly at local restaurants.  All members are welcome to participate!  Watch 
your emails and FB posts for dates and times to join fellow members and their guests for food, fun, and 
lively conversation.  Sip & Chat will be held at Neutral Groundz, 229 Belgrade Ave, North Mankato on 
April 22nd and May 22nd. Check the Update emails for additional dates, times and locations.

Our Bridge group meets at the WOW Zone on the third Monday of each month at 1 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
respectively. Our 500 group meets at the Mankato Golf Club at 11:30 on the Second Tuesday of each 
month. 
If you’d like to participate in either of these groups, please contact the office.

Enjoy one or both of our Book Clubs.  New members are always welcome. Contact the office.
BookMarks reads fiction and meets monthly on fourth Wednesdays.
History & Science Book Club reads non-fiction and meets at 2 p.m. quarterly on second Thursdays.
June 12th - The Knowledge Machine: How Irrationality Created Modern Science by Michael Strevens

Coffee & Current Events meets via ZOOM on the fourth Friday at 10:00 am.
Spring dates are April 25th, May 23rd, & June 27th.
Pour yourself a “cup of Joe” and join us for a relaxed and engaging discussion of
current events. This is a warm and welcoming space where Lifelong Learners 
come together to talk about the latest news, share perspectives, and deepen 
our understanding of the world around us. Whether you closely follow current 
events or just want to hear different viewpoints, you’ll find friendly faces, 
thoughtful listeners, great conversation, and meaningful discussion. We’d love to 
have you with us - come be a part of the conversation! New members are welcome! 
To sign-up and receive the Zoom link for the next meeting, simply send an email to 
coffeeandcurrentevents@gmail.com.

We need volunteers and leadership for special events committees. Are you willing to revive and 
reinvent special events for Mankato Area Lifelong Learners?  Please contact the office.

Want to see a new social activity? Contact the office to get it started.
Email LifelongLearners@mnsu.edu or call (507)389-2011
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Mankato Area Lifelong Learners
129 Morris Hall • Mankato, MN 56001

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
(Check your e-mail, Mankato Area LLL website, or 
current Facebook page for updates.)

Chesley Lecture: Aging in Rural America
 April 16, 2025, 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Historic Masonic Hall 
309 S. 2nd Street, Mankato

30th Anniversary Celebration:
30 Years of Learning,
Honoring our Founders
June 13, 2025, 1-4 pm
Pioneer Bank, 1450 Adams St., Mankato

Save the Dates:

VINE’S 55+ Expo:
September 16, 2025
1 Civic Center Plaza, Mankato

Nobel Conference 61 (2025): 
October 7-8, 2025
Sugar: Bringing Sweetness to Light
Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter

A member of the Minnesota State system and an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity University. This document is available 
in alternative format to individuals with disabilities by calling Accessibility Resources at 507-389-2825, (V), 800-627-3529 or 711 
(MRS/TTY). LFLL001PU 03-25
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All Lifelong Learners (LL) members are cordially invited to attend the combined June Council meeting and 
Annual LL Membership Meeting to be held 9 – 11 AM on Monday, June 16, 2025,  
at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 720 South 2nd St., Mankato.

Please RSVP acceptances only to lifelonglearners@mnsu.edu or call the LL Office at (507) 389-2011.  
Send proposed agenda items to lifelonglearners@mnsu.edu or call the LL Office at (507) 389-2011 by June 1, 2025.

Our future depends on the generosity of our members.  We need volunteers on committees and in leadership roles, 
and we need assistance in recruiting new members to sustain Mankato Area Lifelong Learners for the future.

SCAN TO GIVE
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