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The Law Enforcement Program is a pre-professional program accredited by the Minnesota Board of Peace 
Officers Standard and Training (POST) that is designed to prepare students to successfully meet the requirements 
to take the state licensure exam in order to obtain employment as a peace officer in the State of Minnesota. The 
faculty have a vast array of academic and professional experiences and work diligently to ensure the program 

produces the best-prepared graduates in the state. The program also offers a minor in law enforcement.

DEGREES OFFERED
•	 Law Enforcement, BS
•	 Law Enforcement Minor

SKILLS AND TALENTS
•	 Communication skills
•	 Critical thinking
•	 Cultural sensitivity
•	 Decision making
•	 Detail oriented
•	 Ethical
•	 Interpersonal skills
•	 Manage stress
•	 Persistence
•	 Physically fit
•	 Responsible
•	 Team player

REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCES
•	 Law Enforcement Club
•	 Alpha  Phi Sigma
•	 Internships

EMPLOYERS
•	 Airports/transportation companies
•	 County jails
•	 Government agencies
•	 Immigration/naturalization
•	 Insurance companies
•	 Federal/state correction facilities
•	 Forensic laboratories
•	 K-12 schools
•	 Private industry
•	 Security agencies
•	 Youth corrections facilities

CAREERS
•	 Border patrol agent
•	 Corrections
•	 Crime scene investigator
•	 Criminologist
•	 Customs agent
•	 Deputy sheriff
•	 Drug enforcement agent
•	 FBI agent
•	 Fish and game warden
•	 Forensics
•	 Investigator/private detective
•	 Juvenile justice
•	 Law enforcement officer
•	 Lawyer*
•	 Parole officer
•	 Police officer
•	 Probation office
•	 Site security
•	 Threat assessor
•	 U.S. Marshall
*Advanced education preferred

A member of the Minnesota State system and an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity University. This document is 
available in alternative format to individuals with disabilities 
by calling the College of Social and Behavioral sciences at 
507-389-6307(V), 800-627-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY).



Safety/Security Programs & Statistics are available at www.mnsu.edu/safety

Placement & Occupational Outlook for Majors are available at www.mnsu.edu/cdc/ 

(Click on Resources and then Graduate Statistics)

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity University. This document is available in alternative format to individuals with disabilities by calling the telephone numbers listed on this page.

Internships
Students are able to earn internship credits by working with law 
enforcement agencies, often because they are brought to our attention 
because of our large alumni network. Students have also completed 
internships at the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in Georgia, 
with the FBI, at the Center for Missing and Exploited Children in 
Washington, DC, etc.

Capstone Experience
We have a senior-level seminar that serves as our program’s capstone 
course to help prepare students with the transition from college to the 
workplace. Interviewing skills and techniques is just one of the numerous 
topics covered.

HOW DOES A STUDENT PREPARE?
We stress to students that employers want to hire graduates with a good 
academic base, excellent communication skills, who are in good physical 
condition, ability to communicate in a second language, and those that 
are active in the community. We also encourage students to consider 
taking extra English composition classes, speech courses, and a foreign 
language such as Spanish.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
Department of Criminal Justice
Minnesota State University, Mankato
109 Morris Hall
Mankato, MN 56001

Phone 
507-389-2721 (V)
800-627-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY)

Fax 
507-389-6377

Email
lawenforcementprogram@mnsu.edu

Website
sbs.mnsu.edu/law-enforcement

You are encouraged to visit the campus. 
To arrange for a visit, please call: 
Office of Admissions: 507-389-1822 
Toll-free: 800-722-0544

For additional information about course requirements, please visit https://mankato.mnsu.edu/academics/academic-catalog/
07/21

SAMPLE FOUR-YEAR CURRICULUM (LAW ENFORCEMENT, BS)

First Year (Fall) First Year (Spring)
CJ 101 Introduction to Criminal Justice (3)
CJ 231 Criminal Law and Procedure (4)
POL 111 United States Government (4)
General Education Course (3)

LAWE 133 Law Enforcement and Community Relations (3)
LAWE 233 Criminal Investigations (3)
PHIL 120W Introduction to Ethics (3)
General Education Course - Science (4)
General Education Course - Diverse Cultures (3)

Second Year (Fall) Second Year (Spring)
LAWE 236 MN Laws, Rules, and Statutes (3)
LAWE 242 Law Enforcement and Human Behavior (3)
ENG 101 English Composition (4)
General Education Course - Math (3)
General Education Course (3)

LAWE 243 Police Juvenile Justice Procedures (3)
CJ 255 Juvenile Justice and Delinquency (3) 
General Education Course - Diverse Cultures (3)
General Education Course - Communications (3)
General Education/Major Elective Course (3)

Third Year (Fall) Third Year (Spring)
LAWE 310 Policing in a Diverse Society (3)
LAWE 311 Victims and Survivors (3)
LAWE XXX Law Enforcement Upper Division Elective (3)
General Education - Writing Intensive (3)
General Education/Elective (3)

LAWE 331 Police Stress (3)
LAWE 343W Intellectual Aspects of Law Enforcement (3)
HLTH 210 First Aid & CPR (3)
General Education Course - Goal Area 3 (3)
General Education/Elective (3)

Fourth Year (Fall) Fourth Year (Spring)
CJ 426 Criminal Justice Ethics and Leadership (3)
LAWE 431 Police Patrol Theory (3)
LAWE 420W Police Technical Writing (3)
LAWE XXX Law Enforcement Upper Division Elective (3)
General Education/Elective (3)

LAWE 433 Senior Seminar (3)
Skills Component (12)

More information: sbs.mnsu.edu/law-enforcement      government@mnsu.edu

STUDY ABROAD TOURS
We believe study abroad tours provide students with immeasurable experiences 
and knowledge, as well as extend their network  across the globe of new 
friends and potential employers.  So far, trips taken include tours to Great 
Britain (England, Scotland and Northern Ireland), Iceland, Ireland, Spain, Italy, 
Switzerland, France, the Netherlands, Germany, the Czech Republic, and Austria. 

These experiences give students the opportunity to learn about comparative 
justice systems and international responses to terrorism; learn from police 
in these other nations and other first responders, and sometimes embassy 
personnel.  Often visited are concentration camps, jails, museums, and other 
historic and cultural landmarks.

Our goal for all adventures is that every student participant will see “first hand” 
that there are numerous ways of doing things, and that speaking with people of 
diverse backgrounds and cultures only serves to expand one’s knowledge-base.  
In addition, international travel often brings to a person a greater degree of 
confidence in one’s self, an appreciation or understanding of how to function in a 
different culture, and a heightened level of adaptability that was not realized prior 
to international travel.  Most importantly, we want students to feel prepared for 
anything as well as have an exceptionally fun yet educational time!


