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CORRECTIONS

Professionals in the field of corrections promote public safety through research-based practices that 
motivate behavioral changes and community healing after criminal behavior occurs. We emphasize 

approaches to working with and enhancing the lives of a diverse population of justice-involved people.

DEGREES OFFERED
•	 Corrections, BS
•	 Corrections, Minor

SKILLS AND TALENTS
•	 Critical thinking and problem 

solving
•	 Listening and empathizing
•	 Oral and written communications
•	 Motivating clients
•	 Leading and supervising
•	 Poise and self-confidence
•	 Professionalism and integrity
•	 Cultural competency

REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCES
•	 Student Lead Corrections Club
•	 Facility tours and guest speakers
•	 JOLT Mentoring Program
•	 Internships

EMPLOYERS
•	 County probation offices
•	 County jails
•	 State and federal correctional 

facilities
•	 Youth treatment/detention facilities
•	 Local and state government 

agencies
•	 Non-profit organizations

CAREERS
•	 Correctional officer
•	 Case management
•	 Probation officer
•	 Parole officer
•	 Counselor
•	 Juvenile justice
•	 Outreach and mentoring
•	 Crime prevention
•	 Victim advocate
*Advanced Education Preferred

ONLY CORRECTIONS PROGRAM IN THE STATE

A member of the Minnesota State system and an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity University. This document is 
available in alternative format to individuals with disabilities 
by calling the College of Social and Behavioral sciences at 
507-389-6307(V), 800-627-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY).



Safety/Security Programs & Statistics are available at www.mnsu.edu/safety

Placement & Occupational Outlook for Majors are available at www.mnsu.edu/cdc/ 

(Click on Resources and then Graduate Statistics)

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity University. This document is available in alternative format to individuals with disabilities by calling the telephone numbers listed on this page.

Clubs
The program has a corrections club that allows students to work with other 
corrections majors in planning trips to correctional agencies, bringing in 
correctional professionals, supporting each other’s education, and having fun.

Scholarships
Yearly Corrections scholarships include the T.R. Schaffler Scholarship, the 
Boyd Duncan Scholarship, Joseph Becker Memorial Scholarship and the 
Gustav Petersen Scholarship. 

HOW DO I PREPARE?
Learn to learn and study. Focus on critical thinking skills which will prepare 
you to create innovative approaches to corrections. Determine early your 
capacity to work with human beings and to respect the dignity of every 
person. A sound high school background with volunteer experiences is 
appropriate. Extra-curricular activity is of real benefit. Foster your curiosity 
about what makes human beings “tick.”

Alumni successes
Corrections graduates are well respected throughout the State. Our 
graduates hold many leadership positions in correctional agencies in 
Minnesota. Our students are recruited for internship opportunities.

Something special for you to know
Minnesota State Mankato’s corrections program offers the only Bachelor of 
Science Corrections degree available in Minnesota. The department also 
offers a minor in corrections. 

Minnesota State Mankato’s correction program is unique in that it 
encourages innovative/critical thinking and a focus on transforming 
correctional systems. Other universities offer either criminology or criminal 
justice degrees. Minnesota State Mankato’s program contains a wide 
range of courses focused on issues in corrections.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Department of Criminal Justice
Minnesota State University, Mankato
109 Morris Hall 
Mankato, Minnesota 56001

Phone 
Main office: 507-389-1561 (V)
800-627-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY)

Website
sbs.mnsu.edu/corrections

Corrections Program Director
Tyler Vaughan
507-389-5602
tj.vaughan@mnsu.edu

 For additional information about course requirements, please visit https://mankato.mnsu.edu/academics/academic-catalog/ 
07/2021

SAMPLE FOUR-YEAR CURRICULUM (CORRECTIONS, BS)

First Year (Fall) First Year (Spring)
CJ 101 Introduction to Criminal Justice Systems (3)
ENG 101 English Composition (4)
General Education Course (3-4)
General Education Course (3-4)
General Education Course (3-4)

SOC 101 Introduction to Sociology (3)
SOC 202 Introduction to Social Statistics (3)
General Education Course, Writing Intensive (3-4)
General Education Course (3-4)
General Education Course (3-4)

Second Year (Fall) Second Year (Spring)
General Education Course (3)
General Education Course (3)
General Education Course (3-4)
General Education Course (3-4)
General Education Course (3-4)

CORR 200 Foundations and Orientation to Corrections (3)
CJ 255 Juvenile Delinquency & Justice (3)
Course Minor (3-4)
General Education Course, Writing Intensive (e.g. CORR 447W)(3)
General Education Course (3-4)

Third Year (Fall) Third Year (Spring)
CORR 442 Criminology (3)
CORR 443 Penology (3)
Restricted Elective (3)
Restricted Elective (3)
Course in Minor (3-4)

CORR 447 Community Corrections (3)
CORR 449 Correctional Counseling (3) (only offered in spring)
Restricted Elective (3)
Course in Minor (3)
Course in Minor (3)

Fourth Year (Fall) Fourth Year (Spring)
CORR 448 Correctional Law (3) (only offered in fall)
CORR 468 Cultural Competency (3)
Restricted Elective, Upper Division (3)
Course in Minor, Upper Division (3-4)
Course in Minor, Upper Division (3-4)

CORR 496 Field Practice: Corrections (10)
CORR 497 Capstone Seminar (2)
Course in Minor, Upper Division (3)

More information: sbs.mnsu.edu/corrections


